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Once upon a time as stories go concerning olden times, Giants Neck 
was owned by the Indians. In the southeast corner of Conn., now New 
London were the Mohegan and Pequot tribes of Indians, the largest and 
strongest tribes in Conn. The largest division, probably about 900 in number, 
under Sassacus, the Sachem, lived between the Eastern Nehantics or Niantics 
of Westerly and Charlestown, R. I., and the Western Nehantics. Some started 
to migrate toward the west but were overtaken by a band of Conn, and 
Mass, militia at Fairfield where many were killed and 180 taken prisoner 
and sent back to Mohegan territory. Sassacus and a band of the bravest 
warriors escaping to the Mohawks, about 200 men, women and children 
remained of the Pequots in eastern Conn. In 1713 there were about 150 of 
the Western Nehantics living in Lyme. 

The Hammonassetts were a clan of 8 families who had exchanged their 
lands in the neighborhood of Guilford for a settlement at Black Point. 
Around Nehantic Bay in Waterford and East Lyme were the Western 
Nehantics. They had a fort or lookout post directly at the bend of the 
Nehantic River and another on the summit ridge of Black Point, overlooking 
the Sound. Their hunting and fishing grounds extended west to the Conn. 
River. 

The "Giants" land was a lot on the point laid out several years before 
by Matthew Griswold and Thomas Bliss, agents of the Town of Saybrook, 
to an Indian surnamed "The Giant". He was supposed to have resided at 
Giants Neck and to have exchanged the place for land on the point. The 
two sons of "The Giant" were named Paguran and Tatto-bitton. The latter 
after the death of his brother sold what was left of the "Giants" land to 
Christopher Christophers, July 1, 1687. 

Matthew Griswold, age 19, and his brother Edward along with John 
Winthrop and Henry Wolcott came from England and settled in Windsor, 
Conn. Matthew Griswold married Anna, daughter of Henry Wolcott, Oct. 
16, 1646. Griswold in the capacity of agent for Governor Fenwick, and 
Winthrop, set out from Windsor for Saybrook to start another settlement. 
Then as if the spot had become too narrow they crossed the Great River 
(Conn.) and made a final settlement as the first white men to take up land 
in Lyme. John Winthrop, while in command at Saybrook in 1636 looked 
forward to a settlement on or near the river of the Pequots, as the next 
advance port to be taken by the English. As a preparation measure, Winthrop, 
established a friendly relationship with Sassacus, sachem of the Western 
Nehantics. He entered into a verbal contract with Sassacus for a considerable 
portion of the Indian lands. Relying upon the validity of this contract, 
Winthrop afterwards claimed the lands of this tribe (now East Lyme and 
part of Waterford) as his personal property and in 1647 applied to the 
Commissioner of the United Colonies, who had charge of Indian affairs, to 
confirm this.   This was denied him. 

About 1664-65 when Lyme was to be set off from Saybrook as a separate 
town there arose a dispute between New London and Saybrook as to the 
western extent of the former town — whether or not the land between 
Niantic Bay and Bride Brook including Black Point and Giants Neck 



belonged to New London or not. This dispute lasted for severe years, 
when, at length, in 1671 when the Town of New London annulled all 
former grants with one exception. They set apart at "our west bounds at 
Black Point a tract of 325 acres for the use of the ministry forever", which 
same tract had been reserved three years earlier, for the same use, by the Town 
of Lyme. On the 13th of Feb. 1665-66 the articles of separation between 
Saybrook and Lyme were signed by Matthew Griswold as one of the com-
mittee for the east side. 

A paper dated July 11, 1674 records land records as follows: 
Bounded 

West by the sea and Bride Brook,  
East by the land bought of Richard Tousland, 
South by the sea,  
North by the Commons,  

which seems to be a description of the promontory of Giants Neck. 

Matthew Griswold obtained possession of the great "tract of land which 
stretches along the shore from the river nearly to New London. The many 
families including the Marvins, Elys, Lords, Lays, Noyes, Lees, De Wolfes. 
Champions and others following him divided the land among themselves. 
The land owned by Matthew Griswold was called the Giants Neck Farm and 
passed from father to son and others of the name of Griswold for many 
generations. A stone church which was built by Rev. George Griswold was 
lately standing (1892). Ceasing to care for the ancestral property of Giants 
Neck, the last Griswold owner sold it, and the beautiful site near the ancestral 
dwelling house, to a large firm of New York merchants who built a factory 
for fish fertilizer. This was the American Fisheries Co. of New York. This 
piece of land was about 200 acres and known as Giants Neck Farm. On 
March 10, 1900 the boundaries of the farm were: "Quoting from the deed in 
part" 

All that certain piece or parcel of land with the buildings and improve-
ments thereon situated in said Town of East Lyme, known as Giants Neck 
Farm: 

Bounded 
North by land of William Daniels and land of James V. Luce, 

formerly owned by Andrew Griswold and by land formerly 
owned by Dr. Thomas Lee, 

East by land of Benjamin Fox and by a creek, Niles Creek, 
South by the Sound, 
West by Bride Brook so called, the highway known as Giants 

Neck Road, land formerly owned by Maria Lee, and by 
land of said James V. Luce being the same premises con-
veyed by John N. A. Griswold and wife to James V. Luce 
and others (with the exception of portion thereof now 
owned by the New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail-
road) by Warranty Deed dated May 20, 1876. 



Later records show that through a receivership the property went to The 
Menhaden Oil and Guano Co. 

 
Part of the property was sold by the Griswold Family to several members 

of the Luce family. On June 24, 1908 John L. Severance of Cleveland, Ohio 
bought the land from J. B. Livingston of Cleveland, Ohio. Evidently he did not 
keep this property very long for on Nov. 18, 1909, Walter, Clarence, and 
Lawrence Brockett acquired the Giants Neck Farm from John L. Severance. In 
1922 the Giants Neck Farm became Giants Neck Beach, the property being 
developed by James Jay Smith. During the first and second year of the Beach, 
progress was very slow as the main shore road was under repair and 
construction and it was almost impossible to drive to the beach. Starting with a 
very few cottages in 1923 the beach has now grown to many cottages. 

 
Quoting from an article written in 1892, "Yet on all the varied and 

beautiful shore between the mouth of the River and New London, there is no 
spot so picturesque and beautiful as Giants Neck." 

 
JUST INTERESTING NOTES 
 
Rev. George Griswold was the first minister in East Lyme in 1719. Jared 

Griswold of Giants Neck was a prominent lawyer in, Hartford, Conn. The last 
of the Nehantic Indians was Mercy Ann Nonesuch, born Feb. 13, 1822 in a 
wigwam on the Indian Reservation in Niantic, Conn. She was the daughter of 
Joshua and Mercy Sobuck Nonesuch. At the age of 7 Mercy Ann Nonesuch 
was bound out to Mrs. Ethlinda (Caulkins) Griswold, widow of Thomas 
Griswold who lived at Giants Neck. In 1840 when she was 22 Mercy Ann 
Nonesuch went to Lyme and worked in the family of Mrs. Chritopher 
Champlin where she remained until she married March 30, 1846 to Henry 
Matthews of the Mohegan tribe. 

The Indian name for Bride Brook was Sunk-i-paug or Sunk-i-paug-suck. 
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