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Pattagansett Women's Club History 

The first meeting of the Pattagansett Club was held on July 26, 1926.  Officers were elected, bylaws were 
discussed, and the purpose of the Club was established to provide social gatherings during the 
summer.  The Club of 24 members met in members’ homes, the programs included bridge parties, 
potluck suppers, speakers, and clam bakes with average attendance of 21 members.  They also held 
luncheons at local restaurants and suppers to which husbands were also invited.  

On August 14, 1928, a special meeting was held to consider the purchase of four lots on West 
Pattagansett Road owned by Dr. Hugh Lena, Sr.  The price was $2,860 to be paid over a three-year 
period, interest free.  Before the property was purchased, work was started on a tennis court that was 
completed by September 15, 1929.  On July 16, 1930 incorporation papers were filed with the 
Connecticut Secretary of State. 

In July, 1934, the first payment was made and the deed received for the four lots and in 1937 a chicken 
wire fence was installed around the tennis court 

In July, 1938 a building committee was appointed to obtain plans and bids to build a clubhouse on the 
property at the North end of the tennis court. 

July 11, 1950 -- the first meeting was held in the new clubhouse and the final payment was made in 
August, 1951.  In May of 1953, an adjacent lot was purchased “for protection” at a cost of $250.  By 1957, 
the membership had increased to 67 and a chain link fence was erected around the tennis court and a 
water pipe was installed in the court. 

On June 27, 1970, the clubhouse was named the Helen F. Lena Clubhouse and dedicated to Mrs. Hugh 
Lena, Sr. for her many years of supporting the Pattagansett Club through the years.   

In 1972, the Pattagansett Club Board of Trustees and the Board of Governors met to discuss a lease of 
the clubhouse, tennis court, and surrounding property to the GNBA.  On September 25, 1976, the total 
property was deeded to the Giants Neck Beach Association for one dollar.  

The Pattagansett Club is no longer incorporated.  The members continue to meet for cards parties, 
luncheons, bake sales and a variety of interesting programs.  New bylaws were accepted in 1995 and the 
name was changed to the Pattagansett Women’s Club. In 2000 several amendments were proposed and 
accepted to ease club administration. 

Club fund raising events continue in order  to refurbish the clubhouse furniture and equipment, contribute 
funds to the Memorial Garden, and in 1995, established an enlarged library at the clubhouse for the 
convenience of the Members. 
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CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE PATTAGANSETT CLUB,  INC. 

Marion Saunders Alvord 

Gertrude Bell Browne 

Katherine M. Buckley 

Virginia Churchill Chapman 

Emma M. Coe 

Linnea Fitzell 

Mary E. Gardner 

Bertha W. Goodrich 

* Helen F. Lena  

Margaret J. Lena 

  

Helen Cook Mackintosh 

Clara K. Punder Ford 

Eva M. Saunders 

Annie Z. Sillence 

Clarell T. Smith 

Alice St. John 

Annie D. TenEyek 

Mary Smith Thurlow 

Hattie Simpson Vinton 

*Honorary Member - 1965 

  

 


