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GIANTS NECK BEACH ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

AUGUST 20, 2016 

 

Present: John Wohler 

  Louise Wilcox   

  Christine Paul 

  Peter Knowles 

  Brooke Mallory 

  Tim Mahoney 

 

Absent: Nazz Paciotti 

 

Also Present: Irene Makiaris 

  Joan Malone, Treasurer 

  Page Heslin, Secretary 

 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

 

President Wohler called the August 20, 2016 Meeting of the Giants Neck Beach 

Association Membership to order at 9:05 a.m. 

 

By a show of hands, it was determined there was a quorum of voting members of the 

Association. 

 

2) PRESENTATION OF AGENDA FOR ADOPTION 

 

MOTION: Joan Malone moved to accept the Agenda as presented. 

  Seconded by Irene Makiaris. Approved by a unanimous voice 

  vote. 

 

3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JULY 16, 2015 

 

The following correction was requested by Ms. Mallory:  On page 5, under item 7, the 

third paragraph to be deleted and the following inserted: 

 

"Ms. Mallory reminded everyone that the Blight Ordinance addresses truly derelict, 

unsafe properties.  Mr. Nickerson mentioned previously the cost to the town would be 

$30,000 plus for each property.  Ms. Mallory said that attaching a lien does not help the 

town recoup the clean-up expenses until a property is actually sold.  That could take 

years.  Therefore, without doubt, the town will consider each and every case with great 

scrutiny." 

 

MOTION: Ms. Calahquin moved to accept the Minutes 

  from July 16, 2015, as amended by Ms. Mallory.  Seconded 
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  by Ms. Agostini.  Approved by a unanimous voice 

  vote.   

 

4) PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wohler reported he received a letter from the property owners next to the 

Association Cottage informing him that their property will be demolished in August. 

 

Ms. Bernardo felt she was also a neighbor and wondered why she was not notified.  He 

asked her if GNIC property was between her and the home to be demolished.  She agreed 

it was.  Mr. Wohler stated only adjoining landowners are required to be notified, but he 

was willing to let Ms. Bernardo read the letter.   

 

Mr. Wohler reported the Charter,  Bylaws, and Ordinances documents have been updated 

to reflect all changes to date, and they will be posted on the website.  

 

Mr. Wohler stated the Beautification Committee has asked for changes to its Rules and 

Regulations to allow it to use some of the Memorial Garden's funds to maintain the 

Memorial Garden.  The Board approved this request after adding language clearly stating 

that any funds donated to the Memorial Fund to be used for any specific item must be 

used only for that item (i.e. a bench). The amended rules and regulations are now posted 

on the website. 

 

He reminded all that, under the association ordinances, no signs are allowed in yards. 

 

5) TREASURER'S REPORT 

 

Ms. Malone reported as of this date, we will have $8,229 to carry forward from the year 

ended June 30, 2016.  She asked that any other outstanding invoices be submitted to her.  

As of July 31, we had $76,712.64 in the Operating Budget and $169,330.54 in the Capital 

Budget.  Taxes collected were $118,527.69.  We have twelve households that have not 

paid. 

 

MOTION: Ms. Ravosa moved to accept the Treasurer's 

  Report as presented.  Seconded by Ms. 

  Corona.  Approved by a unanimous voice vote. 

 

6) DISCUSSION OF EAST LYME BLIGHT ORDINANCE 

 

First Selectman Mark Nickerson informed the Membership at the July Association 

Meeting that the new Town Ordinance allows the Town to look at properties in very bad 

shape.  Mr. Wohler spoke to Mr. William Mulholland, Zoning Enforcement Officer and 

Blight Officer.  He informed Mr. Wohler the town has 18 properties they are looking at.  

They can be residential or commercial properties.   
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He indicated if they receive a complaint of the problem property, they have a file on it at 

East Lyme Town Hall in the Zoning Office.  Under the Freedom of Information Act you 

can look at the file on any of the eighteen properties.  Mr. Wohler asked, if he filed a 

complaint, would he receive an update on that property?  Mr. Mulholland stated he will 

not notify anyone that complains, but the complainant can review the file on it.  If they 

find a property is blighted, the town will send a letter to the owner with a copy of the 

Blight Rules.  It is then monitored.  It is expensive for the town in legal costs, costs to 

make repairs and to put a lien on the property until the property is sold.   

 

Mr. Wohler asked Mr. Mulholland to drive through our Association so we will know 

what is considered a blighted property.  Mr. Wohler received an email from Mr. 

Mulholland who informed him he did not see any properties in Giants Neck that were 

blighted.  He identified the property at 101 Bayview in Giants Neck Heights as an 

example of a blighted property. 

 

The Board has decided not to  put in any complaints, since he did not see any property 

that was blighted.  However, any resident can submit a complaint.  Copies of the 

complaint form are on the website. 

 

7)  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

GNIC:  Ms. Makiaris stated the Annual Meeting of GNIC will be held following this 

meeting.  If you want to join GNIC, see Mr. Corona and pay $5. 

 

Beautification:  Ms. Corona reported deep weeding and digging up the bittersweet has 

been done at the Memorial Garden with the help of an organic gardener.  Mulch as been 

put down.  Next year, we hope to have self watering flower pots. 

 

8)  COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Ms. Malone asked if a motion was needed to transfer $16,000 from the Operating Budget 

to the Beach Sand Project.   Mr. Wohler reported Mr. Mahoney felt there is enough 

money for the first sand delivery scheduled tentatively for May 2017.   

 

Mr. Wohler indicated we anticipate proceeding with lower pond clean out in fall of 2017.  

Ms. Berger stated if you are adding sand to the beach, you need a permit from the town.  

She had concern about the upkeep of the Association Cottage landscaping.  She felt its 

upkeep should be the tenant's responsibility or if the landlord takes care of it the tenants 

should be charged.  It was noted that the  tenant is  responsible under the lease for 

keeping the lawn mowed.  Ms. Heslin informed her Mr. Wohler has appointed a Task 

Force to review the cottage. 

 

Mr. Mercier stated the Task Force did meet and we have several things we are looking at:  

1. selling it; 2. fixing it and renting it for short-term rentals; 3. fixing it and renting it year 

round; and 4. using the cottage for compensation for a security officer. The first stage is a 

walk through to make sure everything is sound, and putting together a list of repairs and 
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possible upgrades.  We need to upgrade the property so that curb appeal is more 

appealing.  We expect to have a plan in place and make recommendations to the board by 

October for presentation to the Association next summer.  

 

Mr. Wohler asked Bob Mercier, the Cottage Chairperson, to speak to the tenants 

regarding the lawn.   

 

Mr. Wosley asked didn't we choose not to sell the property when it was considered 

several years ago? Why are we considering it again?  Mr. Wohler stated it is no longer 

making money.  We are concerned about the home itself and how much work is 

necessary.  The Task Force will determine what the costs are for what it needs.   

 

Ms. Berger mentioned that there were saplings and brush growing behind the Clubhouse 

that the abutting properties should take care of.  It was noted that the abutting property 

was recently sold.  Ms. Wilcox will look into this. 

 

Ms. Berger stated this past weekend there were individuals who parked overnight at the 

Clubhouse.  Ms. Wilcox reported she made up some  parking violation signs and placed 

them on the windshield of cars parked at the Clubhouse.  Mr. Wohler stated we need an 

Enforcement Officer to solve some of these problems. Ms. Wilcox will have no parking 

signs posted at the clubhouse. 

 

Mr. Wosley asked have we ever had discussion with the Giants Neck Heights regarding 

sharing an enforcement officer/security guard?  Ms. Horton replied we have in the past 

but more discussion can be had. 

 

Ms. Bernardi asked didn't we approve the transfer of funds to repair the roof of the 

Association Cottage for $7,000?  Mr. Wohler replied we did that three years ago.  We 

will wait for the Task Force to make its recommendation before spending the money.  

The Task Force has the funds to bring in an inspector.  Ms. Heslin stated nothing is 

leaking, and it was felt it is not an immediate need.  The $7,000 is in the Capital Fund.  

Mr. Wohler stated if we continue to own it, we will need to replace the roof at some 

point. 

 

Ms. Corona stated that the chair racks are still behind the Clubhouse.  Are they being 

thrown out or will they be used?  Ms. Wilcox has not decided yet, but put it on her list of 

items to deal with.  

 

Mr. Doggart was asked to look at the top rail of the Clubhouse deck and the deck 

generally to determine if repairs or replacement are needed. 

 

Ms. Wohler asked to be updated on drones?  Mr. Wohler replied generally drones are not 

allowed over GNBA for personal use, but they can be used for commercial use with 

permission.   
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9) ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION: Mr. Makiaris moved to adjourn the August 20, 2016 

  Meeting of the Giants Neck Beach Association at  

  9:45 a.m.  Seconded by Ms. Malone.  Approved by 

  unanimous vote. 

 

    Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

    Frances Ghersi, Recording Secretary 


