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GIANTS NECK BEACH ASSOCIATION 

MINUTES OF ASSOCIATION MEETING 

AUGUST 17, 2019, 9:00AM 

HELEN LENA CLUBHOUSE,  

31 WEST PATTAGANSETT ROAD, NIANTIC CT, 

 

Present:   Page Heslin 

Lee-Ann Berger  

Louise Wilcox 

Peter Knowles  

Bill Christopher  

Lili Plisic 

 

Absent: Wick Mallory 

 

1. Call to Order: 

P. Heslin called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 

 

2. Acceptance of Agenda: 

MOTION: (J. Makiaris / I. Makiaris) to accept the agenda  

Vote: Approved Unanimously 

 

3. Approval of minutes from July 20, 2019 Association meeting. 

MOTION: (B. Bernardi/R. Magaldi) to approve the minutes of the July 20, 2019 

Association meeting. Vote: Approved Unanimously 

 

4. President’s Report 

P. Heslin explained the issues surrounding the change in voting procedures for the vote 

on approving funds for repairs to the Association Cottage. At the July Association 

meeting, the Board presented a powerpoint presentation outlining the background of the 

issues, the investigative work done over the winter, and the proposed repairs. Following 

the presentation there was extensive discussion and comments from the floor, after which 

there was a motion made, seconded, and approved, to end discussion and move to a vote 

by absentee ballot. The Board had wanted to conduct the vote by absentee ballot to allow 

as many members as possible to participate.  

 

The absentee ballots were sent out to the Association and made available on the website 

following the July meeting. After the ballots were distributed, the Board was contacted 

by a member and informed that the charter does not allow absentee votes for capital 

expenditures over $15,000. This language is not in the printed charter excerpts contained 

in our “black book,” and in fact is the opposite of what was voted on and approved by the 

Association. Specifically, the language approved by the Association referred to capital 

projects “equal to or greater than $15,000,” but somehow the printed version says “not 

exceeding $15,000.” The Board is unsure how this reversal happened and will be looking 

into it for future votes, but felt that given the language in the public acts it should hold the 

vote regarding the Association Cottage in person. This is unfortunate as it is always 
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preferable to extend the ability to vote to as many people as possible, and the Board 

apologizes for any inconvenience this has caused people, especially to those who wanted 

to vote and cannot do so. P. Heslin reminded members that they should have checked in 

and picked up a ballot on the way in. 

 

On another topic, several complaints have been made about off-leash dogs. As a 

reminder, Article 8 of our ordinances require that all animals be either contained on their 

property or leashed. Please be considerate of your neighbors and keep your dogs leashed 

when they are not on your property. 

  

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer L.Wilcox reported that as of August 14, 2019 there was $93,121.05 in the 

checking account and $179,854.21 in the capital account. She further reported that most 

of the property taxes have been paid; there are just 12 payments outstanding.  She will 

pursue payment, including statutory interest. 

 

6. Vote on BOG request to allocate up to $32,000 of existing funds in the capital account for 

necessary repairs to the Association Cottage.  

P. Heslin noted that it was time to cast votes on the Board’s request, and that completed 

ballots should be handed in to P. Knowles and his helpers who were circulating in the room. 

Once collected, he would tabulate the vote with the assistance of I. Makiaris as an 

independent observer.  

 

MOTION: (L. Corona / A. Lagana) to postpone the vote. Extensive discussion followed, 

with some members supporting a delay of the vote and others arguing in favor of proceeding 

with the vote as noticed. When discussion concluded, a vote on the motion to postpone was 

taken by show of placards. Motion was defeated, with 10 members voting in favor of the 

motion and the remainder opposed. 

 

P. Knowles collected the ballots for the vote on the appropriation of funds for the 

Association Cottage, and retired to the kitchen with I. Makiaris and other witnesses to tabulate 

the votes. 

 

7. Committee Reports 

A. Ponds: J. Beaulieu reported that the clean-up associated with the dredging project 

should be completed this fall.  

B. Beach: J. Beaulieu reported that he is working on the washed out area at the end of 

Mothers’ Beach. It needs to be approved by DEP and he believes he can include it in 

one of his other permits. 

C. PWC: P. Wohler reported that there will be an end of season cocktail party on 

Saturday, August 24th. There will be a DJ, followed by a live band – the Guthrie 

Brown Band. There will be lots of good GNBA merchandise for sale, and a final 

opportunity to place an apparel order (hats, t-shirts, vests, etc.). Bring an appetizer to 

share. 
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D. Maintenance: T. Doggart reported that two stairways to the back beach need to be 

replaced and there is a hole in the boat launch.  The preliminary estimate is $8,000 for 

each of the 3 projects.  He will be getting formal proposals. 

 

VOTE RESULTS: P. Knowles returned to the meeting and reported that the Board’s request was 

approved, with 52 ballots voting YES and 21 ballots voting NO.   

 

 

8. Comments From the Public 

I. Makiaris stated that the annual GNIC meeting would be held immediately following 

the Association meeting. All GNIC members were encouraged to attend.  

 

J. Makiaris stated that there would be a pancake breakfast the next day, with a bouncy 

castle for the kids. 

 

Nancy spoke again about the end of season cocktail party on August 24th. It will be from 

6-10 pm. and there will be an “Under the Sea” theme. 

 

J. Shea inquired about the possibility of installing a new jetty to prevent erosion. J. 

Beaulieu said that it is virtually impossible to get DEP approval, but we can look into it if 

he makes a specific proposal.  

 

 

9. Adjournment 

MOTION: (P. Knowles/I. Makiaris) to adjourn at 9:45 Approved: Unanimously 

 

 

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Page Heslin, President (acting secretary) 

 

  

 

 

 


