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GIANTS NECK BEACH ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 14, 2020 

8:00 pm 

 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and per State of Connecticut, Governor Lamont Executive order 

7B, the Giants Neck Beach Association Board of Governors conducted the October 14, 2020 

meeting remotely utilizing ZOOM. The public could attend and comment by using the ZOOM 

log-in details contained in the agenda. 

 

Present:  Page Heslin, Lee-Ann Berger, Wick Mallory, Bill Christopher, Lou Piscatelli, 

Peter Knowles, and  Lili Plisic 

Absent:  None  

 

1. Call to Order 

P. Heslin called the meeting to order at 8:03 pm. 

 

2. Discussion of Court Proposals  

P. Heslin opened the discussion by saying that the proposals between the two companies 

for initial installation are approximately $15,000 apart. Hinding has only been doing PTC 

courts for the last 6 years. By T. Hinding’s own admission, the bulk of Hinding’s 

business is maintenance and repair of existing courts. This could explain why we were 

unable to locate and view a PTC court installed by Hinding, in contrast to the many 

installations identified by Classic Turf. It could also explain why Hinding was pushing an 

$1800/year annual maintenance contract and why he may have been able to offer a 

slightly lower price on the initial construction. If you add the maintenance contract to the 

overall price, the Classic Turf court actually becomes cheaper within the initial warranty 

term. Classic Turf does not require or recommend an annual maintenance contract, and 

the advice that it is unnecessary is borne out by the experience of the Heights, whose 

court has been in place for 9 years with no maintenance and is in great shape (even with 

the cushioned surface). Classic Turf has been installing PTC courts exclusively for over 

14 years, and installs between 80 and 100 each year. It holds patents on PTC technology, 

has more certifications relating to PTC construction than Hinding, and actually trains and 

certifies others in the technology. Classic Turf’s standard warranties are also superior to 

those offered by Hinding.  

 

W. Mallory said that he was very impressed with Ryan and would prefer to go with  

Classic Turf as it seems more professional and upscale. L. Berger agreed, and also noted 

that they expressed more flexibility on payment terms. L. Piscatelli agreed that Classic 

Turf did an excellent sales job, but he still prefers Hinding. L. Plisic said Classic Turf 

won her vote when Ryan was able to speak so knowledgably about the specifics of court 

construction and clearly answer all of the Board’s questions. It gave her great confidence 

in the quality of the company and the courts they install. They clearly have much more 

experience in post-tension concrete courts than does Hinding. In addition, she reported 

that she spoke with her brother, who is an engineer, and who said that the idea of needing 
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an $1800 per year maintenance contract – as proposed by Hinding – is completely 

unreasonable and unnecessary for a post-tension concrete court. B. Christopher reported 

that he had contacted Old Lyme High School to see what their experience has been with 

their new courts installed by Classic Turf. The Athletic Director gave high marks to 

Classic Turf and is very happy with the courts. B. Christopher further noted that Classic 

Turf is a larger operation with more substance than Hinding. P. Knowles said that he 

prefers Classic Turf to Hinding.  

 

MOTION (P. Knowles/B. Christopher): to recommend to the Association 

that we convert the existing red clay court to a multi-purpose post-tension 

concrete court  to be installed by Classic Turf with its standard Prime 

Coating System at a cost of $107,100.00, which includes a tennis court, 2 

pickleball courts, and one half-court basketball court, to be funded by a one-

time special assessment that could be payable over two calendar years.  

 

VOTE: Approved, unanimous. 

 

P. Heslin will notify Classic Turf of the decision and L. Piscatelli will notify Hinding. P. 

Heslin will also prepare a draft memo to Association members outlining the proposal, and 

will circulate it to the rest of the Board for review and comment. The goal will be to 

circulate the memo around October 26th. She has set up a dedicated email address 

(court.gnba@gmail.com) where members can submit questions and comments. Once the 

memo has gone out she will prepare a draft ballot for review and comment, which will be 

sent out in November following the postal rush associated with the election. As was the 

case with the annual budget, a ballot will be sent to the owner of each property within the 

Association at the address on file with the Town (or to the Designated Member 

Representative at the designated address, if applicable). Ballots will also be available to 

download from the website.  

 

3. Comments From the Public 

None. 

 

 

4. Adjournment 

MOTION:  (L. Berger/L. Plisic) to adjourn at 9:15 pm.  

VOTE: Approved Unanimously 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Page Heslin, Acting Secretary 
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