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GIANTS NECK BEACH ASSOCIATION  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

JUNE 18, 2016 

 

 

BOG Members Present: Page Heslin, President 

    John Wohler 

    Peter Knowles 

    Christine Paul 

    Tim Mahoney 

 

Absent: Brooke Mallory 

  Nazz Paciotti 

 

Also Present: Irene Makiaris 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER.  President Heslin called the Giants Neck Beach Association 

Membership Meeting of June 18, 2016 to order at 9:10 a.m. (a little extra time was given to 

allow members to finish checking in).   

 

2.  AMENDMENT/ACCEPTANCE/ADOPTION OF AGENDA.   

 

MOTION (1): Eleanor Pringle moved to accept the 

   June 18, 2016 Agenda, as presented. 

   Seconded by Laurie Corona.  Approved 

   by unanimous vote. 

 

3.  MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR MEMBERS DECEASED SINCE THE LAST ANNUAL 

MEETING.  A moment of silence was observed. 

    

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM AUGUST 15, 2015 MEETING.  

 

MOTION (2): Marilyn Horton moved to approve the 

   Annual Membership Meeting Minutes 

   of August 15, 2015.  Seconded by  

   Pandy Wohler. Approved by unanimous  

   vote. 

 

5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MAY 28, 2016 MEETING. 

 

MOTION (3): Louise Wilcox moved to accept the 

   Special Meeting of the Membership 

   of May 28, 2016.  Seconded by Anne 

   Calanquin.  Approved by unanimous  

   vote. 
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6.  PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 

 

Ms. Heslin reminded the Membership to be aware of the rules and to be civil to everyone.  She 

asked that individuals become involved by volunteering.  All committees can use more help. 

 

Ms. Heslin thanked Angelo Bettera for his many years of service to the Association as Chair of 

the Maintenance Committee.  She stated that for as long as she can remember he has been 

instrumental in keeping our buildings and other assets in good condition, and asked the 

Association to join her in a round of applause and thanks. She then reported that Tom Doggart 

has agreed to take over the role, and thanked him for volunteering for this important position.  

 

She thanked Louise Wilcox for her work on improving the Clubhouse, noting the new HVAC 

system, ceiling and floors. 

 

President Heslin informed the membership that she received a cease and desist letter from 

Amtrak and she had discussion with them.  She projected the letter for members to view and 

summarized it by saying that Amtrak is claiming that certain property owners are parking, 

storing items, and otherwise using the strip of land along the railroad tracks, which is a trespass 

and encroachment on Amtrak property rights.  Amtrak wants all such items removed and will be 

contacting the police at some point if that doesn’t happen, as they will be doing work on the 

tracks and need it cleared.  Please pass this information along to anyone that you think this may 

be relevant to. She will also post the letter on the Association website for future reference. 

 

Ms. Bernardi felt Amtrak is not taking care of the easement along the tracks.  She has been 

taking care of their weeds and thinks they should be doing it. 

 

7.  TREASURER'S REPORT. 

 

The Treasurer was not present.  Mr. Wohler reported as of May 31, 2016 the General Fund has 

$48,971 and the Capital Fund had $175,493.  We will not have a final count on the actual 

balance until mid-August.   Mr. Wohler stated two real estate tax bills remain unpaid from July 

2015. 

 

Mark Kulos asked if it is anticipated that large expenditures will come from the General Fund for 

the current year budget?  Mr. Wohler replied as we get into spring and early summer we will 

have a few more bills.  We do not expect any large bills.  We anticipate legal bills and a tennis 

court bill. 

 

8. PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2016-2017 AND 

FORECASTED CAPITAL PROJECTS. 

 

Ms. Makiaris thanked the Budget Committee for the wonderful job they have done and all the 

Chairs of committees. 

 

She showed a power point presentation of the proposed budget and explained the various line 

items under revenue and expenses. Among the changes specifically noted from prior year, 



 3 

beautification went up a little, the building and maintenance budget  increased due to need to 

replace the gutter along the front of the Clubhouse, electricity for the Clubhouse will increase 

because of the new air conditioning and heating system, and the insurance costs under the BOG 

line item have gone up due to both regular premium increases and because the coverage amount 

for the umbrella policy may be increased.  For the website Don Gunter negotiated a three year 

rate to save money. The full expense is in this year’s proposed budget, but the following two 

years will have no expense.   The Recreation Committee will be hiring college students to help 

with activities to help get a more robust program, but the line item for personnel has remained 

essentially flat because we don’t have amounts included for security guard.   

 

The total of operational expenses for the 2016-2017 budget is $98,854, but we have applied the 

surplus of $13,291 from the 2014-2015 budget to the bottom line expenses to effectively reduce 

expenses to $85,563 for purposes of revenue requirements.  In addition to the operational 

expenses, we have a line item every year for a contribution to the Capital Fund for future capital 

expense needs, which will be discussed more a little later in the presentation. The line item for 

the Capital Fund contribution remains at $60,000, which is the same as last year. The total 

revenue required from taxes for the proposed 2016-2017 budget (including the Capital Fund 

contribution) is $145,563, which results in a mill rate of 1.76. 

 

Ms. Calanquin asked have you started eviction procedures for the Association Cottage?  She was 

informed they are behind in the rent.  Ms. Heslin replied that the Cottage is an ongoing topic of 

discussion for the BOG, not only in terms of rental but also in terms of anticipated maintenance 

issues.  The Board will be considering these issues further.  

 

Mr. Kulos asked what is the change in the Mill Rate?   Ms. Makiaris replied that last year the 

mill rate was 1.50. It has mainly gone up because our expenses have increased as previously 

noted and also our  Grand List has gone down. Ms. Heslin noted that the 1.50 mill rate was 

particularly low because that year we had rolled in a large surplus from a prior year 

(approximately $24,000) to significantly offset expenses.  This is nice in a particular year, but 

does not show good budgeting. The prior year, when we had a smaller surplus, the mil rate had 

been 1.61. Our goal is to have a more accurate budget so we don’t collect much more than we 

actually need, which would result in a small surplus. This year we had a $14,000 surplus applied 

against expenses.  

 

Mr. Hotarek asked about the potential increases to the umbrella policy.  Ms. Heslin informed him 

that this was suggested by the Insurance Committee.  No decisions have been made yet, but the 

board is obtaining quotes and will discuss them. Funds were included in the budget so that the 

Board will have the funds to increase the policy if it chooses to do so.  The policy will cover 

defense costs as well as underlying liability. 

 

In connection with the line item for the Capital Fund, Ms. Makiaris showed a chart of anticipated 

capital expenses over the next several years. We will likely need to replace the Association 

Cottage roof.  Mother's Beach needs more sand.  The Playground will need mulch.  The lower 

pond needs dredging like we did to the upper pond, which also requires advance permitting.  We 

do not know the actual cost for the lower pond at this point, but for forecasting purposes we are 

currently using $225,000 as the projected amount for work on the lower pond.  We also need to 
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install a new railing at West Beach. The total amount of projected capital expenses over the next 

three years is approximately $297,000, and as noted earlier we have only approximately 

$175,000 in the capital account.  This is why we are asking for $60,000 again to add to the 

Capital Fund.  

 

9.  VOTE BY WRITTEN BALLOT ON VARIOUS BUDGET ITEMS, INCLUDING: 

 

 A.  Proposed operating budget for 2016-2017.   

 

MOTION (4): Joe Vorhis moved to approve the operating 

   budget as presented.  Seconded by Joan 

   Corcoran.  Vote: 65 in Favor; 2 Opposed. 

   Motion carried. 

 

 B. Transfer of $60,000 from collected revenue to the capital fund. 

 

MOTION (5): Alan Pease moved to transfer $60,000 

   from collected revenue into the capital 

   fund.  Seconded by John Makiaris. 

   Vote: 65 in Favor; 2 Opposed. 

   Motion carried. 

 

 C. Renewal of annual $5,000 emergency fund from the capital account to be used at 

the discretion of the Board of Governors for necessary capital expenditures. 

 

MOTION (6): Mark Kulos moved to renew the annual  

   $5,000 emergency fund from the capital 

   account to be used at the discretion of 

   the Board of Governors for necessary 

   capital expenditures.  Seconded by John 

   Makiaris. Vote: 65 in Favor; 2 Opposed.   

   Motion carried. 

Note: Each of the above three votes were cast by written ballot and placed in a ballot box. 

Peter Knowles and two other members then counted the ballots and reported the results to 

the Association following the Committee Reports. Results are reported here for ease of 

reference.  

 

10. NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 

 A. Presentation of recommended slates to fill vacancies on the Board of Governors 

and election to fill such vacancies. 

   

 The Nominating Committee was thanked for their work.  There are two open Board of 

Governor positions.  Page Heslin’s second term has expired, and the unexpired term of Betty 

Sheehan that was being filled by Peter Knowles has now expired. They nominated Peter 
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Knowles and Louise Wilcox to fill the two open positions. These will both be two-year terms.  

The membership was asked for nominations from the floor and there were none. 

 

MOTION (7): Ann Calanquin moved to approve the nominees as proposed 

by the Nominating Committee, each for a two-year term.   

Seconded by Pandy Wolher.  Approved by unanimous vote. 

 

 B. Presentation of recommended slates to fill vacancies on the Zoning Board of 

Appeals and election to fill such vacancies. 

 

 Trip Hartigan’s term as a regular member and Louise Wilcox’s term as an alternate 

member have expired.  In addition, there is a vacant alternate position. The Nominating 

Committee nominated Trip Hartigan for a renewed term as a regular member and  Terra Moore 

and Fran Wesoley as  alternate members. Each term will be for three years. 

 

MOTION (8): Allan Pease moved to accept the nominees as proposed  

by the Nominating Committee, each for a three-year  

term.  Seconded by Laurie Corona. Approved by  

unanimous vote. 

 

11. PRESENTATION ON PROPOSED UPDATES/REVISIONS TO BYLAWS AND 

ORDINANCES. 

 

Ms. Heslin presented the BOG's proposed changes to the Bylaws and Ordinances by projecting 

each page showing the redlined changes and explaining them to the Association.  

 

Mr. Kulos felt according to state legislation it does not say we need a Registrar of Voters and 

that should be in the Secretary role.  Ms. Heslin replied the new language doesn’t require the 

position but says “may” appoint, so the board has flexibility to do so if it wants to. 

 

Kerry Cosentino stated if you wanted to have a fire on the beach all you need is permission from 

the Fire Marshal.  Ms. Heslin replied that is true if you were on your own private beach, but if it 

is on an Association beach you must have permission of the Board.  The Board will then 

coordinate with the Town Fire Marshal. 

 

Laurie Corona asked if there was enough language about the blight issue in our ordinances.  Ms. 

Heslin felt there is. It is an East Lyme Ordinance and we are subject to that regardless of what is 

in our own ordinances.  We sent an email and letter with the annual mailing reminding everyone 

about the new Town ordinance and encouraging owners to evaluate their own properties for 

compliance.  As noted in the letter, the Board may refer certain properties to the Town for 

evaluation following the stated August deadline.  However, only the Town itself can determine if 

a particular property violates the Town ordinance.   

 

Mr. Kulos asked if the schedule of fines is something that the Association will vote on?  Ms. 

Heslin replied the schedule will be set by the Board. If people have concerns or thoughts they 
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should check upcoming BOG meeting agendas and can attend the Board meetings to provide 

input. 

 

Linda Hotarek said the problem is nothing is enforced.   Ms. Heslin said we are trying to improve 

enforcement but agrees it has been a problem in large part because we were limited by the $20 

limit on fines in the charter.  We had to first change the charter and next implement more 

meaningful fines. It is also more difficult because we do not have a dedicated security person to 

monitor and enforce. 

 

There was extensive discussion on parking. Fran Wesoly asked what is the procedure to get 

permission for parking on Association property for special events? He suggested having a 

request procedure through the website. Linda Hotarek suggested posting no parking signs in 

places where parking is prohibited. Pandy Wohler felt it was the individual's personal 

responsibility not to violate parking rules.  Ms. Heslin stated for the police to come to enforce no 

parking on the street, they have to say “by order of the First Selectmen.”  We considered that 

some years ago but decided against it based largely on advice our resident trooper at the time, 

Officer Blanchett, who advised that we are likely to get most of the tickets ourselves. Frank 

Russo stated three or four years ago we were issuing parking passes and asked if that is still in 

effect?  Ms. Heslin stated these were not “passes” to park on Association property but were just 

to show that they were Association cars.  We don't have any current program in terms of 

identifying cars. Jim Beaulieu felt if there were no events at the Clubhouse, you can call and ask 

for approval to park your car there.  Ms. Heslin noted that parking at the Clubhouse is generally 

limited for those individuals renting the Clubhouse or an official Association function. 

 

Joe Vorhis stated there is no overflow parking.  You can't park on the road, Association property 

or the Heights property.  He believes there should be a parking procedure to allow overflow 

parking on Association property. Jim Beaulieu felt the real problem is that people say they need 

temporary parking but park overnight. There should never be overnight parking on Association 

property. 

 

Eleanor Pringle asked have we looked for an Zoning Enforcement Officer outside of this 

Association?  Ms. Heslin replied we have not been able to find someone.  We can advertise again 

that we want an outside Zoning Enforcement Official. 

 

12.  COMMITTEE REPORTS.   

 

Dock: Bill Lewis reported this winter was very mild.  Mr. Mahoney turned on the water.  John 

Wohler took care of finances.  We have cabinets for the fire extinguishers.  Next month is our 

annual inspection.  All doors have been replaced.  They patrol the dock once a week. 

 

Zoning Commission: Jerry van Noordennen, Chairman,  reported that during the summer the 

regular working hours for contractors is 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  If they do not comply, let a member of 

the Zoning Commission know, and they will take care of the matter. 

 

Clubhouse: Louise Wilcox reported the Clubhouse project is done.  She appreciated the help she 

had.  Gail Shea generously donated the shutters.  Tim Mahoney installed the bathroom fixtures.  
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The cost of the floor was split between the contractor and the Association.  She thanked the 

MBB and Women's Club for contributing financially. 

 

Women’s Club: Pandy Wohler reported they have many events coming up.  They are selling tee 

shirts and collecting dues.  A cocktail party will be held tonight from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Please 

bring an appetizer.  The Heartbeat Dixieland Band will provide entertainment. The Pattagansett 

Women's Club annual dinner will be held on June 30.   On July 15 at 7:30 p.m. at the Clubhouse 

Mark Mileowski will give a presentation on climbing Mt. Everest.  Marilyn Horton reported the 

book group is taking care of the Little Library.  They will be stocking more books. 

 

Beautification: Helena Corona reported the Beautification plantings in front of the Clubhouse 

have been completed.  She thanked Peter Knowles who is a Master Gardener for his expertise.  

She purchased soaker hoses on timers   There are some trees at the Memorial Garden that are 

dying, and they will be focusing on that. 

 

Ponds: Jim Beaulieu of the Pond Committee reported we have our permit. 

 

ZBA: Mark Kulos, Chairman, stated they had no activity this past year.  He thanked the 

Nominating Committee who filled the Board to full capacity. 

 

Peter Knowles returned with the voting results, reporting that after counting all votes cast today 

and by absentee ballot, Vote #1 passed by a count of 65-2, Vote #2 passed by a count of 65-2, 

and Vote #3 passed by a count of 65-2.  

  

13.  COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC. 

 

Kerry Cosentino reported we have a big problem on Giants Neck Road with people speeding.  If 

you see a cone in the street, the police have approved it. Jim Beaulieu reported he called the 

police.  He did not feel you are allowed to place a cone in the street. Page Heslin asked everyone 

to please drive slowly, and keep your eyes on the road.  She asked Ms. Cosentino if she had a 

letter from the police stating she is allowed to place a cone in the street. She said she did not. 

 

Robin Knowles suggested that the Clubhouse have an auto defibulator.  Ms. Heslin felt this 

would be something for the Board to consider.  A resident suggested that members consider 

learning CPR.  Ms. Heslin added we have a firehouse at the end of the road which hopefully 

helps with quick response times.   

 

Louise Wilcox asked to be informed on the time line of when the tennis court can be used.  Ms. 

Heslin said it will be open very soon.  Putnam Tennis was here last week, and there are some 

final items to do to be ready for play.  It should be open within the next week, before recreation 

programs start. Trip Hartigan added we are low on their list, because we are a single court. 

 

A resident felt West Beach has a build up of seaweed and asked if it can be cleaned better.  Mr. 

Mahoney reported that the contractor cannot clean below high tide, so you can’t eliminate 

everything, but he believes the beach was being cleaned that morning. 
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Jim Paul thanked Page Heslin for her six years of service. 

 

14.  ADJOURNMENT. 

 

MOTION (9): Laurie Corona moved to adjourn the 

   Membership Meeting of the Giants Neck 

   Beach Association of June 18, 2016 at 

   10:50 a.m.  Seconded by Jim Beaulieu. 

   Approved by a unanimous vote. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

     Frances Ghersi, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

   

 


