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Giants Neck Beach Association Membership Meeting 

July 18, 2015 

 

Board of Governors Members Present: John Wohler, Acting President  

      Brooke Mallory 

      Christine Paul 

      Tim Mahoney 

 

Absent: Page Heslin 

  Nazz Paciotti 

 

Also Present: Irene Makiaris 

  Joan Malone 

 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER.  Acting President Wohler called the Giants Neck Beach Association 

Membership Meeting of July 18, 2015 to order at 9 a.m.   

 

2.  AMENDMENT/ACCEPTANCE/ADOPTION OF AGENDA.   

 

MOTION (1): Joan Malone moved to accept the 

   July 18, 2015 Agenda, as presented. 

   Seconded by Joe Luis.  Approved 

   by unanimous vote. 

    

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JUNE 20, 2015 MEETING.  

 

MOTION (2): Joan Malone moved to approve the 

   Annual Membership Meeting Minutes 

   of June 20, 2015.  Seconded by Tom 

   Fox.  Approved by unanimous  

   vote. 

 

4.  TREASURER'S REPORT. 

 

Joan Malone reported as of July 15, 2015 there was $57,626,47 in the Operating Account and 

$136,863.33 in the Capital Budget.  The Capital Account is reduced, because we paid the full 

amount for the upper pond and the Clubhouse handicapped ramp.  She stated there are a few 

invoices remaining. 

 

All taxes for 2014 have been collected, except for two.  As the Town had trouble with its 

computers, we would not get real estate assessment data to get our tax bills out.  Tax bills for 

2015 should be sent next week.  They are due by August 1, but not late until August 31. 
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Barbara Bernardi asked if the two remaining individuals who owe 2014 taxes will be charged 

interest?  Ms. Malone replied they are.  Frank Raffi asked do these individuals also owe Town 

taxes?  Ms. Malone agreed to check into that and report back at the August meeting. 

 

Mr. Wohler asked how much surplus do you anticipate from last year?  Ms. Malone replied 

approximately $12,000.   

 

5.  COMMITTEE REPORTS.   

 

Irene Makiaris reported she and Helene Corona have been working with Angelo Bettera on 

needed repairs and improvements at the Clubhouse.  They recommend low plantings from the 

foundation to the rocks.  They ordered a spicket for the front of the Clubhouse to facilitate 

watering the new plants in the front.  Their budget is $1,000.  A recommendation was made to 

cut down the bushes near the door.  They recommend pavers so the trash cans will have 

something to sit on.  The Beautification Committee will make another recommendation as far as 

the entrance to the door in terms of overhang. 

 

Mr. Bettera reported the replacement of Clubhouse doors will cost $1,000.  The top rail on the 

deck needs to be replaced.  The benches need to be redone.  The problem he has is the budget.  

He felt if anything is done for the Clubhouse, it should come out of the Clubhouse budget.  He 

needs volunteers to help.  In the past, we did a lot of the work ourselves.   

 

A call was received about tall trees over the railroad cutout.  It was suggested that we wait until 

the fall to trim the trees.  We will need to know who is responsible for the trees.  Ms. Paul asked 

will the tree have to be cut or trimmed?  Mr. Bettera felt the entire tree should be cut down.   

 

Jim Beaulieu reported the railing at West Beach has broken, and it is a hazard.  Mr. Bettera 

stated the bottom is rusted out.  Mr. Beaulieu added its now down.  Ms. Malone felt some of 

these items are an emergency, and there is $5,000 in the BOG budget for emergencies.  Mr. 

Wohler asked does the railing need to be replaced?  Mr. Mahoney replied it does need to be 

replaced.  Mr. Bettera agreed.  Mr. Wohler asked that a quote for this work be obtained.  The 

Board of Governors will need to replace it. 

 

Gerry van Noordennen reported the Zoning Commission is staying active.  We have had one or 

two applications per month.  Two homeowners have put up high fencing, and he has written 

letters requesting they remove them.  He gave a copy of his letters to the Board.  He asked if 

anyone sees something that is not in compliance to let him know. 

 

Irene Makiaris spoke as President of GNIC and reported its membership meeting will be held on 

August 15.  She has received comments regarding individuals parking near the flagpole on a 

regular basis for a week.  She stated there is no long term parking on GNIC property.   

 

The bulletin board has been removed.  There is talk about moving the bulletin board to the 

Memorial Garden.  There has been a truck parked there.  This is GNIC property and there should 

be no parking by the western end of Mother's Beach. 
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Mr. Beaulieu felt there should be no glass on the beach.  He felt someone can get hurt from it.  

Ms. Mallory felt property owners should inform renters of that.  Ms. Malone suggested a sign be 

posted that no glass is allowed on the beach, because not everyone is checking the website. 

 

6.  COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC. 

 

Marilyn Horton suggested sending a letter to new homeowners and informing them of the Giants 

Neck Beach Association website.  Ms. Mallory suggested welcoming new residents and giving 

them a notebook of information on Giants Neck Beach including the "black book".  Ms. Malone 

stated there have been a lot of changes in property owners.  Mr. Wohler suggested asking new 

residents to consider volunteering in the community. 

 

Barbara Bernardi reported a contractor who was working near her home began work at 6:30 a.m.  

She asked him if he was aware of the noise ordinance and after that he has abided by the 

ordinance.  New residents should be informed of the noise ordinance. 

 

Irene Makiaris suggested when Mr. van Noordennen reviews an application that he include a 

reminder stating that no work should begin before 8 a.m.  Bob Mercier reported Mr. van 

Noordennen welcomed him.  Mr. Mercier went on line and had a difficult time getting to the 

Association website.   

 

Ms. Malone reported the Town does not let us know when there is a change in ownership.   

 

Tom Fox felt we should communicate with renters or have rules included in the rental agreement.  

He suggested a Welcoming Committee. 

 

Tina Bettera suggested that rules and regulations be placed on the website.  She was informed 

they are.  Ms. Malone felt there is confusion on the website.  Mr. Wohler suggested a link to the 

Giants Neck Heights website. 

 

Barbara Bernardi stated she spoke to Giants Neck Heights Beach regarding traffic signs directly 

behind her driveway in the road.  This sign is a detriment.  The Town Public Works Department 

felt this sign should be placed on the side of the road. 

 

7.  ADJOURNMENT. 

 

MOTION (3): Ms. Malone moved to adjourn the 

   Membership Meeting of the Giants Neck 

   Beach Association of July 18, 2015 

   at 9:30 a.m.  Seconded by Ms. Bernardi. 

   Approved by a unanimous vote. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

     Frances Ghersi, Recording Secretary 
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