
GIANTS NECK BEACH ASSOCIATION 
BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Saturday June 1, 2019 
 

Members present: 
  
 Helena Corona, Chair person 
 Carol Anthony 
 Laurie Corona 
 Diane Earl 
 Madeleine Makiaris 
 Joan Malone 
  
Members absent: 
 Tina Bettera 
 Pam Duffy 
 Pandy Wohler 
 
The meeting was called to order by Helena Corona at 9:00 A.M. at the Helen Lena 
Clubhouse. 
 
Memorial Fund Report 
 
The Memorial Fund Report was given by Madeleine Makiaris who is in charge of the 
Memorial Fund.  The balance is $2,115.50.  Donations for 2018-19 totaled $255.00, 
with expenses totaling $669.46.  Expenses include the purchase of a new plaque 
($308.20) and spring 2019 clean up by Bob Abbott ($200.00), together with other 
miscellaneous purchases.  Madeleine has been maintaining the plaques in the 
clubhouse with names of deceased GNB residents who have been memorialized by 
their family and friends with donations to the Memorial Fund.   
 
 
The Memorial Garden 
 
Bob Abbott did the spring cleanup and mulching this year.  The cost of that was 
$650, of which $450 was subsidized by the Pattagansett Women’s Club, and $200 
from the Memorial Fund.  Bob will come back again just before the 4th of July to do 
another weeding. 
 
One of our gardens was removed when the dredging was done at the pond.  The 
bulbs from that garden were removed by Jim Beaulieu and replanted in the new 
garden. 
 
The committee is pleased with the progress of the Memorial Garden.  All the 
plantings look good.  We have replaced the old weeping cherry tree with one of the 



earth planters.  Laurie removed the old hydrangea last summer which was 
entangled in wild strawberries, and replaced it with a low growing shrub. 
 
Laurie will continue to weed the memorial stone garden. Diane will continue to 
weed the new garden with the weeping maple. Tina will continue to water the 
Memorial Garden and will also fill the earth planter every 2-3 weeks.  
 
The stone steps going down towards the pond at the bottom of the drain pipe are in 
disrepair.  No decision about what to do with them was made at this time. 
 
There is a sand cherry tree in front of Lillian Agostini’s house that was planted as a 
memorial to her daughter.  This is also part of the Memorial Garden.  The person 
who donated this asked that the tree be planted in front to Lillian’s house. Two 
previous plantings died there, but the tree seems to be doing well.  If this tree dies 
we will replant in the main Memorial Garden.  In the future we will only plant in the 
main garden.  Laurie will weed and water this plant as needed. 
 
There is room in the new garden for more plantings. 
 
 
Mother’s Beach Garden 
 
Bob Abbott also did spring cleanup and mulching at Mother’s Beach Garden.  The 
cost was $300.   This was paid for by donation from the PWC. (Total donation from 
PWC was $750)  The second earth planter is located here and will be maintained 
and watered by Pandy. 
 
 
Beach Entrance Garden 
 
The beach entrance garden is maintained by Pam Duffy.  She is in the process of 
weeding and mulching.  There is a lot of sand that drifts into this garden from the 
beach.  Plantings here need to be able to grow in sandy soil. We are looking into 
having the sand blown back to the beach area.  Beach and Brush Committee has 
been contacted about this. 
 
 
Clubhouse Gardens 
 
Helena has been weeding, maintaining the gardens, and setting up and taking down 
the soaker hoses which are on timers.  The plants are watered for 10 minutes every 
other morning.  Joan and Carol will now be taking care of these gardens.  Hoses and 
timers need to be stored in the clubhouse for the winter.  Seagrass on the side of the 
clubhouse needs to be cut down in the fall.  Russian sage in the front needs to be 
pruned in early spring. 
 



 
 
 
Griswold Right of Way Garden 
 
This new small garden was planted by Rick Woodward this spring.  It holds 3 low 
growing sea grasses.  It is very low maintenance.  Anyone walking by should pull out 
weeds if seen. 
 
 
Earth Planters 
 
The earth planters have been maintained by Helena.  They need to be cleaned out in 
the fall by removing all roots and debris.  They need to be cleaned out in the spring 
also.  Soil is left in the pots all winter and allows for decorating with winter greens 
and seasonal decorations.  Prior to planting in the spring the soil should be mixed 
with a small amount of new Biomix and Osmacoat.  Extra Biomix is stored under the 
clubhouse in plastic containers.  Helena gets the plantings at a discounted rate from 
Smith Acres.  The caps on the ports on the bottom of the planters need to be 
removed and reservoirs drained for the winter.  Planter reservoirs are filled  from 
the red capped port at the top of the planter.  Nothing but water should go into the 
reservoir.  There also is a port at the bottom of the planters which drains the water.  
The end point of filling the reservoir is when water comes out from the bottom 
drain. 
 
 
Pump House 
 
It was agreed that we will not plant in the widow boxes on the pump house until it is 
painted and cleaned up. 
 
 
 
Other 
 
The pot at the end of Giants Neck Road is property of Giants Neck Heights Beach.  
The Heights plants flowers in the spring and we keep it watered throughout the 
summer months.  Madeleine and Bonnie Henninger are the angels who place the 
seasonal decorations that we all love in the pot. 
 
 
After the grassy areas which were destroyed by the dredging equipment at the pond 
are repaired, we will be putting in some plantings. Diane suggested plantings that 
will attract birds, butterflies, and pollinators.  She suggested Orange Milkweed and 
Tuberosa.  Asclepsias Incarnata and Tuberosa will prevent erosion and provide a 



native habitat for birds.  Diane can purchase these plants at a wholesale price from 
her son who is a landscape architect. 
 
Diane explained the protocol for eradication of Knotweed which is growing on the 
Brockett Road side of the pond. We will share this information with Jim Beaulieu. 
 
Everyone agreed to pull out any weeds as they are noticed when walking by our 
gardens. 
 
It was noted that Rick Woodward does the winter clean up at the pond, spring clean 
up at the clubhouse, and seasonal mowing at the Memorial Garden.  Steve Colonis is 
responsible for the mowing at the clubhouse. 
 
 
 
 
Resignation 
 
Helena will be resigning as chairperson of the Beautification Committee as of June 
30, 2020, having done it for 5 years.  If there are no volunteers from committee 
members, a notice will be put on GNBA website. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 A.M. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Helena Corona, Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


